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EDITORIAL 
 
The restoration of the Fairmile fixed head coupé is 
progressing well with the ash framing now complete and 
the body metalwork in the process of being refitted. The 
sunroof, which was featured in Technical Tips in the last 
issue, has been shortened and repaired where necessary. 
This work has enabled me to provide information to 
Richard Esparza in California who also requires a sunroof 
for his restoration of Carbodies saloon DPA 77. From this 
he can now hopefully resolve the problem. Richard is also 
in communication with other Club members to address 
other issues. It is mutual collaboration which is one of the 
things that makes Club membership worthwhile and keeps 
our cars in use.  
 
I am therefore always saddened when a vehicle is sold to 
someone who does not join our ranks as they are missing 
out on the help we can provide. One recent example of this is the Ranalah saloon DPC 366 
which David Skinner sold to someone in his local car club in Essex. The new owner “could 
not get on with the car” and, citing concerns about poor brakes and overheating, has 
relegated it to one of the barns on his farm. If selling a car please therefore try to encourage 
the purchaser to join our ranks or even include a year’s membership in the purchase price. 
 
CLOSING DATE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE JULY / AUGUST BULLETIN IS 11TH MAY. 

 

 

SECRETARY’S NOTES 
 
To borrow a line from Robert Burns, the best laid schemes of mice, men and motor club 
secretaries “go oft awry”. Looking at the pattern of members’ bookings by the end of 
February, I was beginning to feel confident about July’s planned National Meeting. Then, in 
the first week of March, came an email with news that our chosen hotel near Stow on the 
Wold had been sold and would be closing for refurbishment at the end of June! 
 
I quickly established that deposits would be returned to 
members who had already booked if they contacted 
Wyck Hill House. More problematic has been the 
search for an alternative venue. It seems that most 
country house hotels are enjoying a post-Covid boom 
in the wedding trade. Just four months out from our 
July weekend my telephone enquiries were met with 
almost universal expressions of regret until I found the 
Hilton Puckrup Hall Hotel and Spa, (right) just three 
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miles north of Tewkesbury. Our new block reservation of twenty rooms does mean moving a 
bit further up market for this four-star hotel, but with a correspondingly high standard of 
accommodation and facilities.  
 
My negotiation with Hilton administration has secured double occupancy rooms on a dinner, 
bed and breakfast basis charged at £240 for each of the nights of July 15th and 16th with a £35 
discount for single occupancy. The block reservation holds until June 15th after which rooms 
will be released. I am assured that individual cancellations without charge will be possible up 
to 48 hours before planned arrival. Members should make their own bookings using the link 
provided and displayed on the Calendar Page. This is the only way that our Club discount 
can be claimed. 
 
Separate bookings for the hillclimb event at Prescott, approximately twelve miles from the 
hotel should be made, as previously indicated, 
through the Pre-War Prescott website. Several 
members have already added their Railtons to 
the published entry list, but we need more to 
ensure a dedicated area of the paddock for the 
Club stand. Other plans for the weekend now 
begin with the traditional Friday lunchtime 
gathering from 12.00 noon at the Plough and 
Harrow in Drakes Broughton. This 
Worcestershire country pub with good parking 
facilities is just three miles from M5 Junction 7 
on the B4084 Pershore road. (See photo.)  

 
 
An afternoon visit is then suggested to 
Croome Court (left) en-route for Puckrup 
Hall (just 12 miles distant).  
 

 
Not only does this National Trust site display 
Capability Brown’s first major landscape project 
for the Earl of Coventry, but also includes a 
fascinating RAF museum. Here is preserved the 
story of the war-time Defford Airfield built 
across the Croome estate in 1941 which saw 
much secret work on the development of radar, 
building on the work of Robert Watson Watt. I 
think members will find it interesting. (See 
brochure right.) 
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It will be two years since our last “proper” National Meeting when cars were judged and 
trophies awarded. My own mantle shelf is currently adorned with the Thomson and Taylor 
trophy, awarded to FPH at Castle Drogo. Can I remind anyone holding a trophy since 2019 
that it should be engraved and returned to me before July or brought to Gloucestershire if the 
current holder is joining us. I wonder if future generations will notice that all the Club 
Trophies will display a two year gap in their presentation history. 
 
The routine business of the Club has, of course, continued throughout, and Mike Stenhouse 
will attest to the number of restoration projects or regular maintenance tasks generating 
business for the spares operation. On the financial and administrative front it is encouraging 
that membership numbers have held up well but we have recently been hit by an unhelpful 
change in our banking terms with HSBC. Since the beginning of the year we are having to pay 
a fee of £0.40 for every cheque credited to the Club account. It would therefore be very 
helpful if members used to paying their subscriptions in this way were able to set up standing 
orders in time for the next renewal in September.  This can be done now and will also ensure 
that renewal is not overlooked when it becomes due. 
 
Amidst all the routine, the Secretarial phone does every now and again bring an intriguing 
enquiry – none more so than that four weeks ago from a lady wanting help with some 
research into a Railton owned from new by her grandmother in the mid-1930s. Enquiries like 
this, devoid of any detail, are usually hopeless and have to be politely curtailed. On this 
occasion it gradually became clear that Annabelle was the daughter of the late John Bolster 
and the car in question had belonged to Bolster’s mother, herself a motoring enthusiast. She 
had encouraged both her sons, Richard and John, in their early motorsport ventures. 
Annabelle’s own mother, and Bolster’s first wife, was Barbara Skinner of White Minor fame 
who was, of course, tragically killed as a passenger in a night-time car crash under blackout 
conditions in 1942. Annabelle, as she told me, was then just twenty months old. Apparently 
there are family papers recording her grandmother’s ownership of an early Railton tourer, but 
I have no obvious way of following up on the enquiry without a registration number or 
further clue. Can any member help identify a car which must have played some part in John 
Bolster’s motoring development? It would be good to have something to offer Annabelle. 
 
My concluding archive piece this time also harks back to the 1930s but is lifted from the 
March 1997 bulletin where 25 years ago John Dyson offered several gems from early 
motoring correspondence including the following from a Railton-owning Colonel:- 
 
“When on a Cavalry Officer’s Mechanisation Course at Bovingdon in 1937 I was tempted to 
open the bonnet of the car while the engine was running. So quiet was it that I lost the end of 
a finger in the fan and as it was my trigger finger I missed a week’s grouse shooting!“ 
 
Such are the hazards of Railton ownership! 
 
Max Hunt 
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Dick Barnard, 1939 - 2022  
Dick joined the Club a little over sixty years ago, as the owner of MG 4016, a rather tired 
1935 Carbodies saloon and at once enlivened the pages of the Bulletin with his brand of 
anarchic humour, as well as when attending the occasional Club meeting. It is likely that the 
‘old guard’ who had run the Club since its foundation did not approve, but a group of 
members mainly from the Middlesex and west London environs, took over the reins of office 
and introduced a whiff of the “Swinging Sixties”.  
 
The Bulletins of 1962/3/4 reflected this with much cheerful badinage; descriptions of the 
(Peter) Phipps and Barnard parties being typical, whilst Dick’s “How to Live in Paris on 
Nothing” (Oct. ’63) was a classic. A note appeared in August, ’63 “Crutty (I know not how 
this nickname arose) Barnard has offered in return for modest sums of money, to soil his 
hands repairing Railton cars” followed by a recommendation “members will have to wait a 
very long time for a second opportunity to have their cars overhauled by a BSc. Eng, A.M.I 
Mech E. and first-rate jazz clarinettist.” Other than Jean Smit, there weren’t too many takers. 
 
During 1964, Dick swapped horses when he bought the Brough Superior, CXB 199, which 
was fitted with a ‘big six’ engine and had been for some years with the Rev. A Morgan 
Derham, a Baptist minister. An enthusiastic owner, the Rev. Derham often waxed lyrical 
about how well it went, causing some wag to opine this was due to Divine Intervention. 
Perhaps it was an aura that lingered with the car but more likely the sobering effect of work 
and family curtailed activities; do I recall seeing Dick and Françoise in the Brough at VSCC 
Silverstone on one occasion with baby Elizabeth tucked into a box on the back seat? 
Occasionally “Crutty’s Column” enlivened the Bulletin with rude comments about someone 
or something, just to make sure that members didn’t think he’d gone away.  
 
In later life it was difficult to equate Dick’s mantle of professorial respectability (MA, BSc. 
Eng, MPhil, PhD, CEng, FRAeS, sometime Principal Lecturer in Mechanical Aerospace and 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

New Members 

We have just one member to welcome since the last issue:- 

 
1240   Martin Ricketts.  16 High Street, Great Offley, Herts. SG5 3AA. 

Martin is the new owner of a 1935 Hudson Terraplane that is already well-known to 
the Club. DPD 461 often appeared at Club events in the hands of the Clayton family 
from Ramsbottom. Martin’s previous classic car interest has been with the Lotus 
marque so his latest acquisition will provide something of a contrasting experience. 
 

Recent Death 
It is with great sadness that we report the death of long term Member (no. 177) Dick Barnard. 
To Françoise, to Elizabeth, Katherine and Richard and their families we offer sincere 
condolences. 
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Automotive Engineering at the University of 
Hertfordshire) with those early years, which is 
how best I remember him. Amongst his many 
publications he considered his Road Vehicle 
Aerodynamic Design – an Introduction was best 
suited to my limited intellect; I shall have to re-
read it! Mention should be made of his artistic 
side, his jazz associations have already been 
alluded to, but he was also an artist of talent, 
running classes at Hatfield. 
 
John Dyson 

Ill health eventually forced Dick to sell his Brough, but he 
and Françoise were pleased to see it again last year after it 
had been restored by Bill Brinklow. 

CALENDAR 2022 
 

15th to 17th July 2022   National Meeting at Pre-War Prescott 
Our base is now to be the Hilton Puckrup Hall nr. Tewkesbury, GL20 6EL with a Friday 
lunchtime get-together at the Plough and Harrow in Drakes Broughton, WR10 2AG. For full 
details see the Secretary’s Notes. To obtain the discounted rate at Puckrup you must use this 
link: 
 
http://eventsathilton.com/show/622b2c4f3db78c7c855c7268 
 
We hope to send an email to anyone who has 
expressed any interest in attending to aid entering 
the link but if you get it right you will see 
something like this. (see  right), click the Book Now 
button and go from there! 
 
Any deposit paid to Wyck Hill House Hotel needs 
to be reclaimed. 
 
Do not forget to enter Pre-war Prescott 
www.prewarprescott.com 
See the Jan/Feb Bulletin for more information. 
 
24th to 25th September 2022 Kop Hill Climb, Princes Risborough, Bucks  
More details nearer the time. 
 
11th to 13th November  2022 N.E.C. Classic car Show 
More details nearer the time. 

http://www.prewarprescott.com
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THE RADFORD RAILTONS 
 
When I purchased my Railton MMT 175 in 2009 I was still living and working in the USA. I 
say working in the USA but I spent about 70% of my time travelling and it was actually on a 
trip back through the UK that I went to see it for the first time. The car was advertised for 
sale on the internet and, as I had always wanted a Railton, I had to investigate further. It was 
owned by a long-time Club member Ian James and the car was in East Sussex. I purchased the 
car and then put it straight into storage where it remained until I returned to the UK in 2012. I 
should also note that a substantial amount of paperwork, receipts, MOT’s, copies of Bulletins 
as far back as the 1980s, came with the car and this paperwork also went into storage 
somewhere in the loft at home. 
 
Once back in the UK I started to undertake getting the car restored. I made contact with 
Geoff Moore (among others) and it was Geoff that informed me that he knew MMT well and 
that it was one of “the two Harold Radford Railtons” in existence. I admit the significance of 
this did not really dawn on me at the time. I had purchased what looked to be a pretty clean, 
sound, Railton in a drop-head format that I wanted but my knowledge of the cars was limited, 
especially with regard to the number of coachbuilders involved in the Railton story. As I met 
more Club members at our meetings and spent time at The Green Business centre where 
MMT was being worked on by Iain McKenzie, I was told more of the Radford story 
connected to my car but facts were hard to substantiate.  
 
If anything good came out of the Covid-19 pandemic for me it was having the time to sort 
stuff at home. In early 2020 I started to look back into the files on MMT and this prompted 
my request for any information about the early years of the car from first registration in 
November 1946 until 1955 (see the Chairman’s Message Bulletin January-February 2020). 
Sadly no new information has come to light about its whereabouts in its first 8 years and this is 
still a mystery. One other interesting piece of information did come to light though, a letter 
from Barrie McKenzie to Ian James dated 22nd June 1983 which references the first time 
Barrie had seen MMT at a meeting at Cobham around that date.  
 
Barrie’s letter says: 
 
“it dawned on me that the body style of your Railton was familiar to me. I remembered that 
Harrahs of Reno [Nevada, USA] had a car in their collection which was very similar, if not 
identical, to yours. Their Railton carried Harold Radford coachplates”.  
 
This “identical” Railton is that now owned by Club member Bill Kile in Utah. I contacted Bill 
and he confirms his car does indeed have the Radford coachplates which is something my car 
lacks. Bill’s car is under restoration as pictured opposite – note the unusual “clam shell” boot 
arrangement of which more later.  
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Having a car such as 
MMT that anecdotally is a 
Radford body but with no 
coachplates does leave 
one wondering, but this 
letter from 1983 seemed 
t o  be  a  r e l i a b l e 
endorsement from those 
much closer to the issue 
40 years ago.  
 
Barrie McKenzie’s letter 
goes on: 
 

“By a coincidence I received a letter from Mr. Durtnal last week. He said how interested he 
was to see the Series IV Fairmile prototype at Cobham. He remembered it had been 
produced by Coachcraft for the 1939 motor show but when that was cancelled owing to the 
outbreak of war, the car was put into store and he thought it had been completed by Radford 
after the war. This rather suggests that your car (MMT), without the coachplates, would be 
the prototype and the Harrah’s car would be the Radford post war production based on the 
original Coachcraft design”.  
 
At this point we could halt the narrative as the story of MMT seemed to be resolved. 
However, Barrie McKenzie posed a question “It would be interesting to know if MMG 416 
(the American car) was registered before yours or after.” 

MMG 416  
Chassis No. H/745381 
Note the spare wheel 
holder slot on the front 
wing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(below) 
Clam shell boot 
arrangement. 
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Needless to say the answer only confuses the conclusion. MMG was registered in July 1946; 
MMT is registered in November 1946, so why or how did a prototype get registered after the 
“production” car?  
 
I also found interesting the reference to the Fairmile IV as there are several of these in the 
Club register. John Dyson provided me a list of all Railtons produced post war that he was 
aware of and three of these are listed as Fairmile IVs: 
 
LMX 225 chassis no. H/745373 registered 1946 (month not known) 
MHX 156 chassis no. H/745376 registered April 1946 
MMX 315  chassis no. H/745508 registered December 1946 
 
If we add in chassis numbers for MMT (H/745443) and Bill Kile’s MMG (H/745381) and 
compare registration dates, the time line for the cars suggests LMX is the earliest car (pre-
April 1946), then MHX, MMG, MMT and finally MMX – but MMX was the last chassis 
number and last registered, so if “later” cars went off to Radford for completion why was 
MMX not similarly finished? Just another point to ponder! 
 
I can find no photographs of the non-Radford Fairmile IVs except for LMX 225. These 
illustrate a very different car from the Radford-bodied cars as illustrated below. There is no 
side-mounted spare on the running board as the spare is carried in the boot lid as on some of 
the Fairmile III cars. The windscreen is definitely not as raked as it is on MMT (but it is not 

possible to judge how it compares to MMG ). 
There are no bonnet louvres and somehow 
the car looks smaller than MMT though 
presumably it is on the same 122" chassis as 
MMT . 
 

Three views of LMX 225 
Chassis No. H/745373 
Owned by Ernst Hillenbrand of Ohio. 
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I tried to research how two Fairmile IVs came to be handed on to Radford but there is no 
trail as to how this happened. We can assume that post-war production at Coachcraft may 
have finished but I still cannot decide why the last registered Fairmile, MMX, did not follow 
the same route? Why Radford? What was the connection to this coachbuilder? 
 
Once again I solicited help from John Dyson on the Radford link and he provided some 
material on the South Kensington-based firm. As early as 1936 Radford had been 
transforming cars, mainly saloons, into shooting brakes. During WWII Radford went over to 
war work, creating utility vehicles as mobile workshops thereby maintaining his contacts with 
coach builders and, in particular, Seary and McReady. In 1948 Harold Radford gained the 
agency for Hotchkiss and at the same time his “Countryman” Bentleys began to appear. The 
Countryman (or sometimes Town and Country) saloons and estates were natural offshoots 
from his pre-war conversions but, of interest to the Railton marque, is the date of 1948. The 
earliest Radford Countryman design I can find is shown below, a 1948 Mark VI Bentley. This 
is two years after Radford produced the two “clam shell” Radfords, raising the intriguing 
possibility that the 
R a i l t o n s  w e r e 
prototypes for the 
design.  

MMT 175 for comparison with LMX 225 

1948 Bentley Mk VI 
Countryman 
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It seems that MMT 
m a y  h a v e  t h e 
distinction of being a 
prototype both of the 
Fairmile IV and the 
Harold Radford clam 
shell boot design. We 
can speculate that 
Radford were given a 
pretty free hand to 
finish the two Railtons 
dispatched to them just 
to get them finished 
a n d  s o l d .  T h e 
experiment with both 
the Railtons attributed 
to Radford seems to 
have been a success 
leading to several 
further designs of 
Bentley and Rolls Royce up to the Bentley R-types and Rolls Royce Silver Dawn. I can testify 
that MMT often gets compliments when in full picnic mode (shown above at Henley Classic 
Car and Boat Show in August 2021 ) and several times Rolls Royce Enthusiast Club members 
have approached and stated that MMT is, definitely, a Radford design.  
  
In conclusion it appears safe to say two Railtons were produced by Harold Radford and both 
still exist. While similar to the Fairmile IVs they may vary somewhat and definitely have a 
different boot arrangement. MMX 315, the “final” Fairmile IV was last heard of in 1959 so is 
unlikely to be still around but could, perhaps, be a third Radford car. If anyone knows more, 
please make contact.  

 
One last thought – many of us 
may agree the Radford clam 
shell boot arrangement was a 
great idea and was probably 
patented by them. But look on 
the left; I spotted this photo in 
John Dyson’s book of a 1935 
Hudson Special Sports Saloon 
by Coachcraft. Maybe the 
Radford design was a knock-off 
after all? 
 
 
Mick Jarvis 
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THE CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 

 
I have to say the weather of late has not been conducive to much in the way of outdoor 
activity, especially not to driving classic cars. As a drophead, MMT 175 has far too many gaps 
in its roof to prevent wind getting into the car. On one day with particularly gusty weather 
recently I did even fear that the hood may have been about to part company with the rest of 
the car. Cross winds do move the Railton which, I suppose, is not as heavy as one might 
expect. We can only hope for a good Spring and Summer – I believe we deserve it. 
 
This Chairman’s column is the second I have written for this issue of the Bulletin. I usually 
get my copy in late, meaning our Editor has to nudge me to deliver, but this time I actually 
wrote my piece nice and early. Mistake! My former message read: “I spent some time in the 
Cotswolds recently so Ann and I took the opportunity to visit the location of this year’s 
annual meeting. As our Club Secretary noted in his notes in the previous Bulletin, the Wyck 
Hill House hotel is a lovely location just outside Stow on the Wold. We arranged to meet 
Nicola Harvey (Club contact for bookings) at the hotel which was open for bed and breakfast 
only and it did seem to be awakening from a Winter slumber of sorts. With ample parking 
and good rooms the hotel seemed ideal.” I must note that Ann was less taken with the hotel 
and in particular the somewhat indifferent attitude of the staff. After our visit I reserved a 
room and they confirmed but did not require a deposit. I should have realised this is not 
normal practice!  
 
Up until 2 days ago all seemed fine but, as our Secretary reports elsewhere, we have just been 
advised that The Wyck Hill House hotel has been sold and is closing. Despite our requests 
there seems little chance they will honour our reservation so as of the time of writing our 
Secretary through Herculean effort has found an alternative that will still allow us to stay close 
to Prescott and attend the Pre-War festival as planned. The new hotel looks very good and, if 
anything, is closer to Prescott. The only downside is a slightly increased cost but I hope this 
will not be too much of a disincentive. 
 
I recently checked the Pre-War Prescott website and was a little concerned that we have only 
3 Club cars registered. Please remember that as well as booking the hotel you should 
register for Prescott as well. There are over 100 other cars already registered and I am not 
aware of any limit on numbers but, just in case, do register early. If you plan to run the hill at 
Prescott you are also required to obtain a RS Clubman Licence. The link to do this is on the 
Prescott website and the licence is free. The Club aims to link our meetings to driving events 
where possible, so getting a good number of cars to Prescott in July is our aim – but the 
Membership has to want to do this.  
 
After the unfortunate events that have prevented much in the way of social contact within 
our Club for the past two years this disruption was the last thing we needed. That said, I am 
reminded of the saying that “when the going gets tough, the tough get going”. I am still 
looking forward to a good meeting this summer.  
 
Mick Jarvis 
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THREE WEEKENDS IN SEPTEMBER. 

 
In terms of Railton competition, the month of September 1935 was quite busy. At 
Brooklands the M.C.C. held one of its ever-popular Outer Circuit high speed trials on 
Saturday 14th which saw considerable activity with several Railtons and drivers participating. 
In the One Hour Trial A.G. Grimmond took second place having covered 28 laps in his 
Berkeley saloon (Grimmond was an enthusiastic Railton owner who competed in many 
events in 1934/5, as was described in the Bulletin a few years ago). In the ensuing Two Lap 
handicap race R.R.K. Marker gained 2nd place with (probably) DPA 231. A series of One Lap 
scratch races followed, divided into classes. The first (unlimited) group was headed by Mike 
Couper in the ‘Alpine’ Talbot at 86.32 mph, with Bob Strang 2nd in his Hudson ‘Century’ and 
Guy Warburton 3rd in an unidentified Railton. The second group saw Marker take 2nd behind 
C.T. Baker Carr in a 4½ Bentley (85.28 mph) with C.E.C. Rabagliatti 3rd in a 6½-litre. 

 
The Team Relay races provided much of 
interest. In the 3rd heat, the Bentley team 
beat the Railtons (Marker in DPA, 
Cushman in an unidentified LST, and 
S.B.D. Hood with his Ranalah tourer), a 
placing that was repeated in the Final. 
 
According to Bill Boddy’s The History of 
Brooklands, light entertainment was offered 
by “a mysterious Baron Coreth zu Coredo, 

said to be an Austrian scientist, working at a blackboard covered with formulae, making 
fuel from water and vegetable oils. A courageous young lady drank some of it, it was 
poured into a car and an impromptu race staged for the press”. 

 
The following week, on the 21st the B.R.D.C. held the 500 Mile Race. This of course proved 
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a triumph for John Cobb in the 
Napier-Railton, partnered by Tim 
Rose-Richards with a time of 4 hr. 28 
min. 52 sec., at an average speed of 
121.28 mph, which stands for all time. 
 
The drawing (right), from Speed 
magazine November 1935, conveys 
the drama of changing all four of the 
enormous wheels and replenishing 50 
gallons of fuel. Cobb is emerging 
from the cockpit, to hand over to 
Rose-Richards. 

 
The last Saturday of the month 
provided a change of scene from 
Surrey to Worcestershire where the 
Shelsley Walsh Autumn Hill Climb 
Meeting of the M.A.C. was held. 
Marker attended with DPA 231 and 
was rewarded with the Challenger 
Trophy (Best Sports Car over 1500 
ccs.) for a climb in 49.2 secs. – though it must be out pointed that E.R. Hall in the T.T 
Bentley was faster in 46.4 secs, to win The Motor Trophy for Fastest Sports Car. 
 
We know very little 
about R.R.K. 
Marker, other than 
his usual ‘mount’ 
was a Bentley (?6½-
litre) – there could 
well be something 
about him in the 
Bentley D.C or 
W.O. Bentley 
Memorial Trust 
archive.  
 
Does anyone have 
access – Anthony 
Fenwick-Wilson or 
Allan Lloyd 
perhaps? 
 
 
John Dyson 
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LIGHT SPORTS TOURER BROCHURE 
 
A rare brochure extolling the virtues of the Railton Light Sports Tourer was recently 
advertised on eBay and, because John Fack owns DPL 94, the one LST that survives with its 
original bodywork, it was purchased by him. It is reproduced in facsimile on the centre spread 
of this issue of the Bulletin. 
 
Whilst it does not add anything significant to our knowledge of 
the LSTs, it is of interest because it was issued by the 
coachbuilder, E.J. Newns Eagle Coachworks, possibly for 
distribution at an exhibition. John Dyson has a leaflet identical 
but for this different front cover which was issued by Railton 
Cars.  
(Note the disastrous effect when Sellotape is used for repairs). 
 
John Fack commented that he was struck by how handsome 
the car looks in the brochure – the photographer knew his stuff 
– and also made a couple of other interesting points:  
 

 DPA is equipped in the photos with louvred panels to 
hide the chassis, like DPL. It's the first time I have seen these on DPA. 

 DPA clearly has the large 11" brakes like DPL.  

 Although mentioned in the brochure we do not know if DPA was fitted with the 
"high geared" steering like DPL (Marles) - one of the best features of DPL in my view. 

 
As both this unique car and its opposite number Brough Superior, the Alpine Grand Sport, 
are owned by the Fack brothers they have decided to collate all the information, history and 
the differing characteristics of their respective cars in a promised article. It is not yet known 
whether this will surface in the Bulletin or if it will be another of the scholarly monographs by 
James but we look forward to it with bated breath. 
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ODD JOTTINGS 
 
On leafing through back 
numbers of White Triangle 
News (the high quality 
organ of the Hudson-
Essex-Terraplane Club) I 
came across this image 
which is of interest for 
various reasons. The 1934 
Hudson is presumably 
ready for export from the 
London, Ontario, Hudson 
plant. A RHD model, the 
wooden ‘tyres’, lack of 
headlights and bumpers 
are obvious, though the 
fender (side) lights look 
very vulnerable. The roof 
panel insert is covered with 
some sort of protection, 
obviously a temporary 
cover. This looks to be 
sagging in the centre as if a 
sunroof aperture were 
present but with nothing 
inserted.  
 
The Editor recently noted that the sunroof in Vic Mangold’s Hudson saloon was apparently 
of UK manufacture so it is possible that the hole was present in the exported body ready to 
take it but the fitment was to be done at the destination. So far as I know American markets 
did not go in for sun roofs, a peculiarly British requirement, so perforce of local manufacture 
(Pytchley, et al.). However, it is unlikely that the body shop left the aperture on the off chance 
that it was going to the U.K. Maybe all '34 Hudson export sedans had the hole in the roof, 
usually filled in with some sort of fabric top. Something the intellectually curious might 
research? Apparently the Terraplane 'Six Special Saloon' had a sun roof, bucket front seats 
and upholstered in leather whereas the 'Standard Saloon' made do with the U.S. spec. bench 
seat and cloth trim. 
 
But whither was it destined? Chiswick imports were in CKD form, with the assembly line well 
established, so that seems unlikely. To qualify for the reduced ‘Empire Preference’ rate of 
import duty, presumably exports bound for Australia travelled across Canada to the West 
Coast and over the Pacific, whilst those for S. Africa took an easterly route. However 
Australian import duties for complete vehicles were swingeing – maybe Jim Scammell would 
care to comment on this – so perhaps South Africa was its destination? 
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I had hoped to include this drawing in my article on R.E.A.L. but the Club Archive was not 
able to locate it in time. 

 
This design drawing is for an attractive dhc by R.E.A.L.  on a 1934 Terraplane, though it is a 
little difficult to discern much difference from the Berkeley version (see page 13, July/August 
Bulletin). Dated Sept ’34, it was drawn by ‘T.E.’ and approved by ‘A.H.Y.’ (almost 
indecipherable initials below spare wheel) – it would be nice to know who they were. In the 
event, it appears that Hudson Motors opted for another design, available as either an ‘Eight 
or a ‘Six’, as seen in the Bowers images (below) dated 18th December 1934. But who was the 
coachbuilder? 
 

John Dyson 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
 
From Cees Willemse 
There are now and then discussions and strange ideas on the “cooling problems” of the 
Railtons and Hudsons. I too had also a rather long journey to get experience and find out the 
proper solution. 
 
The water-pump is of the radial flow-type and this pump does not give much pressure which 
means that a wide core and not a modern radiator is needed, exactly the same core as 
originally in the Hudson. There is one manufacturer in the Netherlands still making all cores 
types in copper; aluminium is not suitable. When this is solved you come to deep cleaning all 
the water areas in the engine-block, scratching out all the rust and sometimes mud too. Also 
the baffle/water guide on the side of the engine should be clean and have the correct holes, 
the system with pipes is not then necessary. When a new radiator is manufactured it is very 
attractive to add an additional layer to increase the capacity for which there is enough space. 
 
When all this is done you do not need an electric fan for normal driving although it can be an 
advantage in traffic jams on a extremely warm day when road speed is too low to bring in 
fresh air.   
 
A weak point in the system is the 4-blade fan which is not equipped with a cowl and is rather 
far away from the radiator. At high speed especially, you get losses so that the fan is turning 
wildly but not giving much performance. Jaguar XK 120/150s have a tight connecting cowl 
and my Alfa Romeo 105 has a very simple cowl which I copied for my Hudson. It is a ring 
about 2 inches high with 3 strips of different length to fit it close-on the radiator with 
minimum distance to the fan. I made the ring with a split for easy fitting and dismantling. The 
result is excellent. 

From Stephen Best  
I just wanted to make you aware that PBIS will be 
hosting the annual ‘Classics at Braxted Park’ classic car 
show at Braxted Park Estate, Essex, on Father’s Day, 
Sunday 19th June 2022. 

Entry to the event is free although visitors will need to 
register prior to the event. Those attending are free to 
come and go as they please, they do not have to stay all 
day. VIP breakfast and afternoon tea experiences can be 
purchased online at £25 per head within the registration 
process. 

To secure your place please register at: 
https://classics-at-braxted-park-2022.eventbrite.co.uk/?
aff =LeafletInvite 
 
[Or for further details contact the Editor] 
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SANDOWN SALOONS 
 
As this issue has a Sandown illustrated on its covers, I checked in the Club’s Register to find 
out just how many of this model survive and it seems there are very few indeed. If those that 
are listed as “scrapped” or “not known if it survives” are discounted then only seven are left. 
One is the basis of Nils Laue’s special and three others, FLO 688, GS 6779 and HXO 643 
have not been heard of for at least 30 years. The last one was recorded as restored so may be 
hidden away somewhere but as the other two were in the “awaiting restoration” category they 
too may no longer be with us. The three certain survivors, AUH 924, EXN 767 and FYR 805 
are with Club members Peter Wharmby, Cees Willemse and Ed Moore respectively. Ed has 
not had his Sandown running for about 20 years and is currently looking for photos of the car 
prior to his ownership (also of his 1933 Terraplane Tourer AMK 248). Can anyone help?  
 
Below are pictures of Ed’s car and the Railton Sales Brochure image of the Sandown. 
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MYSTERY PICTURE 
 
John Dyson’s file of photographs of Railton saloons contained this image which was, at first, 
puzzling until a Railton was spotted parked on the bank overlooking the action. 
 

The Railton is MG 4459, a 1936 University saloon, first owned by Lord Howe. Here it is 
parked behind the pits at the Ulster T.T. of that year, with E.R. Hall climbing in or out of the 
Bentley race car, to the left of which may be seen the practice car. Rolls Royce didn't like it 
generally known that there was a practice car. Francis Howe drove a Lagonda in the 1936 
race. Hall’s race number was the same as he carried in 1935.  

Interestingly Tim Rose-Richards entered a Railton in the 1935 T.T. but it did not appear and 
instead he drove an Aston Martin works Ulster. 

MG 4459 is currently in Australia with member Phillip Bicknell. 
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SARGEANT SPECIAL MPO 727 
 
Mike Stenhouse wrote about the Sargeant Specials a few years ago (July/August 2019 Bulletin). Here is 
more on the other surviving Sargeant Special, PFB 36 (originally MPO 727). The Club was approached in 
2020 to see if it could be sold, but attempts to follow up on this offer were like something written by Kafka. 
 
The Club files contain a sketch and specification of this Special written by John Lane and 
reproduced here.  

John Dyson recalled that 
“John Lane turned up with MPO 727 in the late 1950s, but whether he ever 
actually owned it was, perhaps, a moot point. He quickly moved it on at an 
asking price of £175. The sketch by Lane accompanied an advert for the car 
which was incorrect in many of its claims. It was bought by I.P. Cross, a Bath 
pharmacist, and then went to Vernon Legg also of Bath, I last saw it looking 
rather forlorn, the bright work painted a strange purple, at a Stoneleigh auction 
some 40 years ago, which Pat McDonald persuaded me to attend as he was 
trying to sell one of his own cars. This Sargeant was not a pretty car and I have 
a feeling it was not possible at the time to lower the hood.” 

 
The car has been in Switzerland in the care of one-time Member Gino Zoggia for the past 32 
years. It has been tucked away and has been worked on now and then. The car has seen some 
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transformation in that time and some major work has been done, including a new body 
(painted royal blue and burgundy), with a matching burgundy leather interior, plus an engine 
and transmission rebuild. The biggest thing left to do is provide a new top.  

These pictures were taken in 2019. Space was tight around the car so obtaining even these was 
a challenge and, according to Gino’s friend who took them, do the car no justice. Gino is 
thinning out his collection of cars but two U.K. members who have approached him have 
both reported that he will not put a price on it and considers that its uniqueness should be 
reflected in any (high) offer. David Skinner was one of those who tried but gave up. He recalls 
“I got nowhere with the Sargeant Special, the vendor would only converse in German, 
fortunately I had a German friend staying with me. He refused to give a price or reveal the 
location of the car. He wanted me to fly to Switzerland where he would meet me, show me 
the car and only then discuss a price......I wasn't prepared for so much mystery and intrigue so 
I discontinued the discussion.” 
 
The Club has heard nothing further of the car since 2020. 
 
Neil Thorp 
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TECHNICAL TIPS 
Ash Frame 
The fixed head coupe restoration has 
thrown up a question which is the 
purpose of the groove shown here 
below the rear window. The ash 
framework on the car is largely similar 
to the drophead, so this rail will have 
been made in quantity and common to 
both designs. John Gould has 
confirmed that it is present on his 
Fairmile I, accessible only from the 
boot area, but seems to have no 
purpose. Mike Stenhouse says there is 
something similar on his Claremont drophead and it seems to have had some fabric tacked 
into it. His theory is that it was for anchoring a sort of hammock for the folded hood, 
perhaps to keep it away from luggage or to provide support. A half-round insert could be 
wedged into the groove to ensure a degree of adjustment. Does anyone have a better idea? 

Installing Spring Shackles 
On of the first jobs to do when I get to grips with the chassis on the Fairmile fhc is to 
refurbish the springs as they are rusty and at least one bush is not located correctly. For those 
not familiar with the shackle arrangement, the first thing to note is that the shackles are single 
sided and the semblance of a thread on the outside of the shackle sleeve is correct, but in 
actual fact this is not intended as a thread at all. When installing the shackle sleeve it is 
important to ensure that that it is threaded far enough onto the shackle but not so far as to 
cause the thread to bottom in the sleeve when the shackle moves in normal operation. This is 
done by using a spacer to guide assembly. The procedure is described in the Hudson 
Procedure Manual section 17.4. This is accessible on the Members’ pages of the website but 
the following detailed description of the use of the spacer clarifies the instructions there. The 
spacer can be metal or wood, it is the 5/8 inch thickness that counts. 
 
Removal of springs 

Raise rear of car and place stands under frame and axle. 
Disconnect springs from rear axle by removing spring U bolts and nuts. Note the 
orientation of the shackle. 
Disconnect front end of rear spring by unscrewing bushing from spring eye. 
Disconnect rear end of spring by unscrewing bushing from frame hanger (not from 
spring eye). 
Place spring in vice and unscrew bushing from rear spring eye and remove shackle. 
The front springs should be handled in the same manner as the rears except the 
shackle is assembled to the front end of the spring and the rear end of the spring is 
held to the frame hanger by a conventional spring hanger bolt. 

N.B The above refers to front springs of pre-1936 cars. Post-1935 chassis have shackles at 
both ends. 
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SPARES NEWS 
Sump clamp plates  
Discussed on p. 33 of the Sept/Oct 2021 Bulletin, these are now available They prevent the 
sump  being distorted around the bolt holes and eliminate leakage from the gaskets.  
To order, contact Mike Stenhouse: spares@railton.org 

Installation of springs 
Place left rear spring in vice with face of spring which is to be 
assembled toward inside on car on the underside. Insert one leg of 
shackle through spring eye from bottom and start threading bushing 
onto shackle. Insert spacer (for dimensions see Fig.1) between the 
spring and turn shackle in a counter clockwise direction until it strikes 
spring leaves. (Fig. 2). 
 

Screw bushing into spring eye until the 
end is flush with bottom edge of spring 
eye and remove spacer. If shackle 
works stiff move back and forth while 
striking spring eye with a hammer. Fig3 
shows position of right spring in vice 
with spacer and shackle in proper 
position for assembling bushing. 

 
Place spring in position under car with 
shackle passing through rear spring hanger. 
Place spacer A between inside of spring and the bottom of "U" shackle 
(Fig.4).  
 Screw bushing onto shackle and draw down until inner end of bushing 
is flush with hanger. Remove spacer. 
 Place spacer between spring and shoulder 
of spring front hanger (Fig.5). 
 Screw bushing onto hanger until inner end 
is flush with inside face of the spring eye. 
Remove spacer. 

 
Replace spring U bolts and nuts, fitting new rubber spring 
cushions. 
 
Warning: The shackle centre distance, orientation and bush 
thread hand and length varies between various models of Hudson, so always specify chassis 
number when ordering spares. 
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Radiator Mascot 
There were no answers to the Editor’s request for 
information on the origin of the flying R radiator mascot 
(see the last Bulletin) but a couple of members said they 
would like to have a replica made for their own vehicle.  
 
If there is sufficient interest, a small batch will be costed 
and then put into manufacture; it will not include the 
radiator cap, just the “R” and its base. 
 
Please contact the Editor if you want to join this scheme. 
 

MARKET PLACE 
Engines & general spares for sale 
2.6 litre 6-cylinder complete with ancillaries. This is a large-port rebuilt by Hudson Motor Co. 
and is in very good order, the second is an older engine. Other spares from years 1932 – 38 
include,  wheels, suspension components radiators, some body parts including a 1936 
Terraplane grille, 40 (!) half-shafts covering years 1924 to 1950. All items in Northants. 
Contact Vic Mangold  Telephone 01536 233707 e-mail irene.james3@outlook.com 
 
 
Carbodies Tourer 
As trailed in the Nov/Dec 2021 Bulletin, Peter 
Phipps’ Carbodies Tourer (right) was for sale 
in the Historics auction on March 12th at Ascot 
racecourse with an estimate of £37k to £45k. 
 
The eventual sale price was £33,600. 

6-Cylinder Sump Stiffening Strips : £24.27 per set 
+ p&p 

6-Cylinder Sump Stiffening Strips complete with 
23 longer bolts : £32.55 per set + p&p 

8-Cylinder Sump Stiffening Strips : £31.35 per set + p&p 

8-Cylinder Sump Stiffening Strips complete with 29 
longer bolts : £41.79 per set + p&p 
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Jan Roosenburg drew attention to this 
magnificent Hudson featured in Worldwide 
Auctioneers’ Scottsdale auction on 26th January 
where it was sold for $150,000. 
 

The Bulletin usually features non-U.K. sales 
only when Railtons or Broughs are involved 
because of the much larger number of Hudsons 
worldwide, but this car deserves to be an 
exception to the rule.  
 
Lot 32 was described as a 1934 Hudson Series LU Deluxe 2/4 Passenger Convertible Coupé 
and Jan observed that it must be one of the better cars coming from the Hostetler museum. It 
is a splendid OTT restoration, having an original radio (the dial in the centre) and is probably 
destined never to turn a wheel in anger! 

For Sale 
1935 Railton Carbodies Special 
Saloon  
Complete bare metal respray, 
(see pictures), chassis stripped 
and painted, new headlining, 
new carpets, all leather replaced, 
all woodwork stripped and re-
varnished/lacquered, new 
piston rings, replacement 
carburetter fitted.  
For sale due to health problems. 
Offers around £27,000 
Contact Ian Hick  Tel 01423 
322133 North Yorkshire. 
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CLUB SHOP – AVAILABILITY AND PRICES 

 

 Price U.K. Postage ROW Postage 

R.O.C. Car Badge £35.00 £1.32 £1.65 

R.O.C. Tie £10.00 £1.25 £1.43 

Embroidered badge (approx. 3 inch wide) £5.00 £0.70 £0.90 

History of the Railton £3.00 £0.70 £0.90 

Land Flying – The Terraplane by James Fack £8.00 £1.25 £1.65 

The Lost Coachbuilder – Atcherley by James Fack £9.00 £1.25 £1.65 

Railton & Brough Superior Gold Portfolio  £17.50 £3.50 £7.00 
(Brooklands Books) 

Coachcraft by John Dyson £16.00 £3.50 £7.00 

 

 
 
 
GENERAL ENQUIRIES: Contact the Secretary, Max Hunt.  Telephone: 01299 401135.  
E-mail:  secretary@railton.org 
 
PAYMENT BY CHEQUE: Cheques (sterling only) for the total including postage should be made 
payable to to “Railton Owners Club” and post with your order to: Max Hunt, Secretary, Abberley 
Cottage, 7 Dowles Road, Bewdley, Worcestershire DY12 2EJ. 
 
VIA THE WEBSITE:  Go to www.railton.org and then click on Club Shop. (You do not need to Log 
in to the Member-Only pages to purchase items).  Scroll down and click on the Add to Cart button by 
the item(s) of your choice.  Checkout using PayPal. 
 
PAYMENT DIRECTLY FROM YOUR PAYPAL ACCOUNT: Registered users of PayPal can use 
the “Send Money” facility but you must send the money to treasurer@railton.org in sterling. Please 
add the following amounts to the total cost of your order including postage to cover PayPal fees.  Total 
up to £10 (add £0.50); up to £14 (add £0.75); up to £19 (add £1.00); up to £24 (add £1.25).  You can 
either list your order in the “message” area in PayPal or e-mail separately to Max Hunt. 
 
PAYMENT BY BACS: E-mail your order to Max Hunt and make a sterling BACS payment directly 
into the R.O.C. bank account. Quote reference of your surname/membership number so that we 
can identify the payment.  
HSBC Bank Sort Code: 40-17-04  Account Number: 91009877 
IBAN: GB52HBUK40170491009877   BIC:  HBUKGB4153R  

mailto:secretary@railton.org
http://www.railton.org



